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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE
DISTRICT OF PUERTO RICO
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, Criminal No. Z2/-CF- Mﬂﬁﬂ)
Plaintiff, Count One: 18 U.5.C. § 371
{Conspiracy)
V.
Count Two: 18 U.5.C. § 666(a)(2) &
RADAMES BENITEZ-CARDONA, 2 (Federal Program Bribery/Aiding
and Abetting)
Defendant.
Count Three: 18 U.5.C, § 1951
(Extortion Under Color of Official
Right)
Forfeiture Allegation
INDICTMENT
The Grand Jury charges:
BACEKEGROUND ALLEGATIONS
1. At all imes material to this Indictment, unless otherwise set forth, with all dates

and times alleged to be “on or about" or “in or about" and all amounts alleged to be
“approximately":

2. The Commonwealth of Puerto Rico was a self-governing Commonwealth in
association with the United States of America. Puerto Rico was divided mto 78
administrative divisions called municipalities. Trujillo Alto was a municipality within the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico.

3. In each of the calendar years 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, and 2021, the

Municipality of Trujillo Alto received more than $10,000 in benefits from the United States
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acvcrniner nrdes fedocal progsairs ivalvits arancs, subsid s, Losns, SUArsItces, KISUraiess,
amid ather fmrmes oF asstn-ore.

4. EADAMES BENITCZ-CATRTOM A begelr wonXiop as snoas-Islanl e he
Kayor of 'Lraiilo Advo i 2009 and s colzoofly Exconuive Assistanc o e Maseor al Trogdle
£ [tin,

&, Todividuad A nwened and had o Jinenciil inleiesl 1060 weitele TR LsEmenl
cojupansy, Companys A Ladivodual Boosocd and had a faccial inderssr o 4a asphall and

pavng aompe Ty, Lompany J5,

Conspieacy: Fedeea® Fueds Bribesy and KickDacxs
la &L 4§37

f. Lac preceding parapraphs af s lacichncer are horchy oe-alleged and

mexiraneadeel @ Lhis Counl.
Chgecl af e Congpiacy

7. Froam in or abont Juoc 2017 votd o oo abont July 2021, in e Llistricr of
Pswerro R, defomadant RADARMES HENTTHA-CARIIONA, & governmene cfoeml and
apent of Trun o Al did reowmigly and wilHully comrpire and apies walh Tndividoals A and
B, alwl wilk ollers kinowen and onkeown mo the Gragd Jury, 1w cconidl oilecses agazast the
Lonitmd Stanes, indlnding Fodoral Program Babess, chac j3.0 too cormprls salicit, domand.
aveerel, atil avree e awecerd far b own benefil, thines of vahes freme Tndiviclwals A oand T
inlesd s Lo be wfluence] and tewatded m conmection wilky any busmess, Lansacliol, and
strioa of transactnns ot Igilla Aloowalued 51500 ar e in eank sear af te ronspracy
A% ppTErlunaesy arose, thal s, woarcips centracts velaled v waste dispeesel serviees. Tnoeach

ol e pearg 2017, 2004 20019 2020 aegl 2021, the ounspalay ol Tiofilo Adoo received
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heneft o eroes: of SHL000 ender federal proegrames meealang peants, sabaacdies, oo,
pudriless, isucalee, ol odwr Foeees o aseslogce, AL o eistladon of 18 TLAC 4
Ot A0 1 B,

Heapaee of thr Clrsoreeny

K. The pinoose ol the cotspiracy wics ot delfendact GENTITRZ-CARTOINA
bencfit aod coich lirmecll By aocopteg bibes and kickbacls fvom Lodividual A oo
hrelreidigl 13 i cxchmnae B sovwersg mmicipaT aonteeces tor Company A s onpormniting
iLTLsE,

Manner and Meacs ol the Coonspilacy

¥, Tl mancer and means by swlich dafendane BENILES CARLWIN A carried
ek thes selzeme melwelial, bt s vioe hmireed m, the falimaan:

1 lodwedual Bogeastdaled o Brike asd kiclibeck scherne with delenclact
BERIUES-CALRLMONA on xchalfof Individual A, The schote icquined Lndividual A Lo pay
i BLYE e honse aporcammately K07 250000 far 200E10 Boeses, momthly kickback o
delfendant BLNTTRZ-CATRTEIH A moconmec ter: wath Trogills Alvo roarmoipal st 200 8-
U0 aweardsd o Compans A Ladishioal 2 also gave delendant SEMITEZ-CARDONA
Enoupeimomt paymenr ot approzinanely 2200000 an ehalt of Individoal A to cnsure that
Chimnpany A vetstves] the weasde disposa, combract with thae ddwseipa ity of Traplhe Al

11, In éxchange oo cash payioenls o Dndicdual A, cdelecadon ZERTTEL-
CARDICINA ook swepy bencticing Individual A and e bpsingss, Corpany A. incdodicg
advisime, oressarnae, ad divsetng mumeipad  omoidls te emsure thae Compsny A ey

e dlded muaeipal conbeacts i Teojdls ALl and was padd ovesuanl o deose conuacls.
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12, Dloring the course of the conspitaes, BHACTRESOCARDORMA . ndividual A,
and [dividual & ool seeps 1 conceal acd dispoise Lher corcal schetnss, sweh as o mneting
e secret ncatieny, eormmpcaiiny bocoded wad measages, al wsing cash e beibe and
kivkack paymnenls.

13, In fiuthoranoe of the conspivacy, and 15 alfect e abject of e conspiray, e
[alloeaTin woveTL i, amamE cthems, woern soraitied modhe Liscrics ot Moents Ricae

l£  Cooou aboul 2oy 22, 2021, cefernlant WERTTRS-CARRIION A woceived and
acccanca & cazh pavmcnr of aparoxitalely 317 250 (e Trdividuwal T3 am beshaif af Tncdividnal
B

15, CIn v gl Junes T2 ARZ L, chfendane HEMITRES CARDOR A soreived acd
accepoed a cazh paviocnl of approxitoaele 517 250 (rorm Tndiercluad T om beshal$ of Irdivichin
iU

S Clnoen abona Taly 235, W0, cefondant BER RS -CARDONA reoeived acd
accopled & cagh pavinenl A apprcirmaely S17 220 from Tndiwdiaal 13 o behalFof lndividoal
M

(e hr exchenge for theae pavenenis and ctbers, BENITEZ.CARDOR A agreed L
awitrdl, facililale, amd pridece contraees fia Sompar & -

15 BERITEY CARDONA convovally reassured Todhwicuals & amel 74 thet
Clompanty A swomld st and retam conmacts and cosuned hal Cornpany 205 iveices wers
peocupdy il

Allinwialackon ol L& U5 CU B AT
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COLINL 2
Federal Frograr Bribery s Aeding apd Abcihsg
I LA S RRala 1 I0ED and o

1% Paregricobs Crae thromges Toae of miis Doieorment ane hemeshy re-alleged mad
icorporaled we Lhis Coucl.

Al Fram o oo abmt Mav LA S dwaugh on o about July 25, 2021, o the
Trstrict o Puero Rico, defendma BATANIIE BHRTOACAR DO A | g poabo ofmaslard
apent of Trujilla Al did coceuptiy solicll, demand, accepl, and aoree U accepl for s ow
bercalt, thicgs of value Iroey Llodividaal Boon belwll ol Lodividual A, o wild uee wdivid ual
appreemarncly K17 250 cash paynenty, warh rhe ploer of being tuenced and rewarded in
cotieclien Willy ary bosiness, racsaction, anc =evies of raosaehons of Poglle Al wahed
al 3,000 or more 45 oppocluailiss aroge, hal b, muhicipe: ceebacls o waste disposal
servsees. lnocalndar vear 20 the wamigipaley of il Alo received bereties in cxeess
of §ELOMT weder feders proonams inealngg pranis, suhsidie, [oans, g rantees, msirsnos,
ald alber Wocoms ol assistacee.

Allin violaton of 14 5 0 3 aéara ¥ 1iEY and 2.

COUMT 3
Extortion Lnder Color of Official gl
LTSS § 191

21 LParagrapls Oac fdwongh Fiee ol this lndicuoont are ey ve-alieged acd
mearaera el m 1Rt Count.

From ineeaboutl Jujee 20017 aetil 2o o aoout July, 2021, e Drstewet sof Troesdo R,
Sefondane BAINA MBS BHRTHE A RIIOR AL Aid kpowringly obserece, dolay, and allioot

comiTneTs wncd Lhe oot of ariicles ond comrrdies moeemvneree, and did agem)ar f
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absteucr dcliy. and aliccd cotnclos and (e moeeement ol aldele: and commmocdites o
comeneris:, by sxterton, o those toms e dotived on 'l S5 Lnied_soapeg Clods, Seclion
L9305 il 36, GONTTLE-CARTMIN A, olwnzd propsaty nat e =0 oot his offios s 3
public alficial, lreed lodividugl A, weilh ledividloal A%s cocsent, under calon of affeiel nohe

Al vclation of 1A LLS. LK 1951,

FORFCITURE ALLTGATION
ZE LS. 524062000 LE LS. 8 9810 1)

2L Phes prescsting paragraphs of this ldistoens a:c jwwebs ee-alleped aond
mesaaraled 1 ths Allecabien.

220 Pussuant le 28 U5 C 8 24010 and 18 TS .C SR 1G0 H0), the Lhrmedd Stages
aives nedoe ta the dokccdant BALAMMES BENITEF-CARDTDOMNA (hal in e eveni ol a
comciom far che oo chavged m Cooeats One o 'leo ol this od:crmene, 211 praperts, neal
o persotale owhack vepresenls oo wiceabkle o che press tecommes aberinoed, divecthy o
indivzctls, trom sweh alicase, is sthject i lerl=icne.

EAc o Jrderpienat

24 Thelenclanl = notfed hal upon comcten, a momey udgment oo e jnopasad
egual Lo e dolal valoe oo Qe propelly suloecd ko ferlelure.
Subsritne Asaets
23 Theremdnik s notifiead chae the eyt thgt properry suljoat 6o fadinoe, as a
resull of any acl or amussion ol hal delenclact,
A, ranmat ne Toeatsd upen the cxeoose of due diligonee.
b hits been dransfemmedd ar sold 1, or depostted aath, o ehivd panty;

C.oRas beenn pracedd oeyeod thee e ssciclior ol e o

4
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d. has been substantially diminished in value; or

€. has been commingled with other property that cannot be divided
without difficulty,

the United States will seek to forfeit any other property of Defendant up to the total value of
the property subject to forfeiture pursuant to 21 U.5.C. § 853(p), as incorporated by reference
in 28 U.S.C. § 2461(c) and 18 U.S.C. § 982(b)(1).

TRUE BILL

Tury an‘:‘pcrsun
Dated: _Y2 EF J.‘?-m;l

W. STEPHEN MULDROW COREY AMUNDSON
United States Attorney Chief, Public Integrity Section

JOHN D. KELLER

Principal Deputy Chief, Public
Integrity Section

Seth A, Erbe
Assistant United States Attorney
Chief, Financial Fraud and Public

Corruption Section

N

scott Anderson
Assistant United States Attorney



